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TASTING REPORT | RIOJA

By Alison Napjus

Tracking the Evolution of Spain’s 
Iconic Region and Its Wines

When it comes to Spanish wines, no region enjoys greater 
name recognition in the United States than Rioja. Its bottles 
dominate store shelves and restaurant lists, a staple among 
American wine lovers. In fact, Rioja is the only Spanish wine 
type consistently ranked among the country’s top imported 
wines, standing shoulder to shoulder with the likes of New 
Zealand Sauvignon Blanc and Italian Chianti.

This popularity is no accident. Rioja’s success has long been 
built on dependable quality from trusted winery names, and 
at volumes that make broad availability possible. For 
consumers, especially those venturing outside their usual 
preferences, this reliability is a major draw. The wines span a 
remarkable range—from approachable, everyday reds to 
rare, collectible bottles that can fetch over $1,000.

The wines show a special, 
fruit character typical to the 
fresher, new style of Rioja.
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